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Book Review: “The Anarchy” by William Dalrymple
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investors with 68,000 pounds in capital and grew to cover almost the
entire subcontinent of India. William Dalrymple, in his latest book The
Anarchy, charts the rise of the BEIC from its origins to its conquest and
domination of all India over 250 years. Throughout its tenure, the
DX\VL'E\LH'V/‘*I’)V‘& Company looted untold quantities of gems, gold, spices, silks, and other

commodities from the country, as well as leaving a legacy of brutality

é Q&% The British East India Company began with a small group of London

—

THE

ANARCHY and murder the scope of which we are only starting to understand today.

THE RELENTLESS RISE OF The Company was also the first to develop many of the modern
communications and management practices on which businesses today
rely.

| had the privilege of reading ‘The Anarchy’ as one of the selections for a monthly book club to which |
belong. Each member takes a turn to present a book, and the group invited me to lead a discussion on
the book as well as to provide some historical context. The book club chairperson thought that as a
person of Indian origin, | might have a thoughtful perspective on Indian history. However, having grown
up in the Marathi districts of the old Hyderabad state, history was the last thing that our schoolmasters
taught us! In the 1940s and 1950s, history and education were political, as the Nizam of Hyderabad and
his cohort tried to maintain power without continued support or legitimacy from England. The British had
rewritten history once, to justify the “need” for their benevolent rule. And after Independence, especially
in the Hyderabad state, lessons in Indian resistance to the British (or of Shivaji’s resistance to the
Moghul empire) were deliberately restricted. It was ‘ANARCHY’ that introduced me to a history to which
| had never had access before.

William Dalrymple has spent his lifetime chronicling the history of India from epoch to epoch. In
previous books he has biographed the life of Zafar Shah Bahadur I, the last Moghul Emperor, as well
as narrated the tit-for-tat massacre of British soldiers at the hands of the Afghans, and the Afghans at
the hands of the British in the 1840s. For ANARCHY, the author spent 6 years burrowing through
accounting ledgers, land records, bills of sale, parliamentary testimonies, and newspaper accounts,
housed in both the Indian and British National Archives. The fruit of his efforts was resurrecting the
story of not only the BEIC, but also of the thousands of Indians who helped build the company and the
millions who were its victims.

Having secured the blessings of Queen Elizabeth of England, the first BEIC ship landed in Surat,
Gujarat on the 28" of October 1608, led by John Watts and George White. The crew of the ship
entertained dreams of establishing a trade in gold, gems, spices, and fine silks between India and the
salons and Treasuries of Europe. Watts and White drafted an accord with the Moghul Emperor Jahangir
to establish their license for trade in India. For the next 40 years the Company’s commerce grew as did
its influence over local Indian governments. The BEIC’s growth was checked for some time by
Jahangir’'s son Aurangzeb, who distrusted foreigners and non-Muslims alike. The Company’s military
losses at the hands of Aurangzeb kept the Company’s expansions at bay. But with Aurangzeb’s death
in 1707 the BEIC easily played the former Emperor's sons against each other so as to thrive in a
declining Mughal empire.
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In the midst of Moghul disarray, the Company’s ranks of ‘sepoys’ grew from 200 to 200,000 as the BEIC
hired its mercenaries out to rival kingdoms. The next stage of British expansion began with the arrival of
the newly appointed Governor General of the BEIC Robert Clive. Clive had no illusions about
moderation or proportionality and began a series of military campaigns to gain control of territory from its
Indian rulers. Defeating Siraj ud Daula, the Nawab of Bengal, at the Battle of Plassey in 1757, the BEIC
gained territorial control over all Bengal. The Company’s control over Eastern India was further

cemented by the victory at the Battle of Buxar in 1764 that expanded BEIC control beyond Bengal and
into Bihar.

Matching its control over Bengal with Bengal’s proximity to China, the BEIC updated its business plan to
enter a new industry: opium smuggling. For decades the British faced a large trade deficit with China.
The British demand for tea and other Chinese goods were not matched by reciprocal demand for British
goods by the Chinese. To even the terms of trade, the company established a monopoly over the buying
of opium in Bengal in 1773. Because opium imports to China were banned by the Emperor of China, the
BEIC smuggled their wares through the Malacca Straits and through trading posts throughout Canton
province.

The growth of trade in lucrative commodities between India and England drew the attention of other
European nations as well. France, the Netherlands, Portugal, and other nations sent their own trading
companies—accompanied by military forces—to secure territory just as the British had. Thus Clive
faced a dual challenge: expanding BEIC control beyond the boundaries of Bengal, while also fending off
challenges from foreign competitors. Challenges from other European nations never completely ceased,
and subsequent Governor Generals of the BEIC after Clive continued to face these same dual
challenges.

Robert Clive was finally relieved of his post in India in 1772 by Warren Hastings. Clive’s final years had
been as catastrophic as his early years had been successful. Gaining military control over Bengal in no
way prepared the BEIC for the responsibilities of rule over large tracts of Indian territory. While Clive
extracted tax revenues from the citizenry with impunity, he neglected the basics of governmental
administration. This neglect would haunt him as the Bengal famine arose in 1769 and lasted till 1773.
Instead of easing the impacts of famine upon the local population, Clive redoubled his brutality to the
point of whipping and hanging starving Bengalis who could not pay their taxes. Historians claim that
millions of Bengalis died as a result of the prolonged famine. Clive’s brutality and ultimate incompetence
dramatically worsened the BEIC’s financial situation as tax revenue and worker productivity fell.
Ultimately the BEIC had to petition the British government for money in order to stave off bankruptcy.

In an odd twist of fate, the British Parliament passed the Tea Act of 1773 and the Townshend Acts to
help the BEIC gain additional revenue from tea sales. These laws did not bolster the Company’s
financial situation, and instead ultimately facilitated the Boston Tea Party and the subsequent American
Revolutionary War. Were it not for the BEIC’s mis-management in Bengal, the American war for
Independence may not have gained the support it needed to finally separate America from England. As
for the BEIC, were it not for the opium trade the Company’s finances would not have survived. Clive
was recalled to India where he withstood a parliamentary impeachment inquiry only to ultimately commit
suicide in his home in 1774.

Under Clive’s replacement, Hastings, and the British Parliament, the BEIC’'s management was
completely revamped. The Company’ foothold in Bengal was expanded into Orissa, Hyderabad, and
adjacent states. The Company fought and defeated the Maratha empire, the Rajputs, the Holkars, and
ultimately Tipu Sultan in 1799. In an act of pettiness, Tipu’s one-of-a-kind golden throne was
dismembered and sold piece by piece in the public market.
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After years of conflict and conquest the Company found itself in a familiar position, unable to manage the
acquired lands and again in financial distress and in need of bailout by Parliament. In 1833 Britain
revoked the BEIC’s monopoly over business in India and opened the country to other British privateers.

The Company never recovered from these losses, as well as additional losses from its disastrous
campaigns in Afghanistan in the 1840s.

The source of the Company’s strength in India was its substantial company of trained Indian troops
called sepoys. The ranks of the sepoys drew from a mixture of Hindu, Muslim, and all castes and creeds.
In 1857 the leadership of the BEIC issued their soldiers new rifles and cartridges. These new cartridges
were lubricated with beef or pig fat, and the sepoys were instructed to tear open the cartridges with their
mouths to extract the bullets and load their rifles. The objections by the soldiers were profound, and
ultimately led to the Sepoy uprising. The uprising lasted for a year and a half but was eventually put
down. However, the consequences for the BEIC were fatal. After suppressing the revolt, the British
government took direct administrative control over India and made India a formal colony. Thus ended the
British East India’s control over India, and thus began the formal control over India by the British Crown.

Dalrymple’s The Anarchy, is an exceptional piece of scholarship as well as entertainment. | imagine that
many of the documents he unearthed in his research had not been touched since the time of Clive or
Hastings. But the author’s narration of events is also entertaining and engaging. Bringing to life the lives
of men dead for 300 years is no small task. As an Indian and American, | appreciated the chance to
finally learn about a history that was never taught to me in school. Anyone who reads The Anarchy will
certainly gain from the time they invest.

- Dr.Anant Bhogaonker

CENTRAL

KELLERWILLIAMS.

35427 Dodge Park Rd. Sterling Heights, MI 48312
SELL IN A FLASH, CALL KASH!

REALTOR®, KASHMIRA DESAI
YOUR METRO DETROIT EXPERT
View What is ACTIVE, PENDING & SOLD in your
Neighborhood go to www.kashmira.kwrealty.com
Cell (248) 974 6979 Office (248) 655-7955
realtor.kashmira@gmail.com

- Each Keller Williams Office is
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Premier Provider for Property and Casualty Insurance
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lJInsurance

(855) 536-2744 www.heritagepci.com

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS OF HERITAGE INSURANCE HOLDINGS, INC.
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CENTRAL HOME HEALTH CARE, INC.
Quality Home Health Care Since. January 1985
JCAHO Accreditation Since 1991

Joint. Neck. or Back Pain or Joint Stiffness?

Poor Circulation or have a Wound that 1s not healing?
Diabetes, Heart, and/or Respiratory Problems?

A Cardiac diagnosis that affects your quality of life?
A previous Stroke. Accident or Fracture(s)?
Difficulty with walking or a history of falls?

Or will have a Hip/Knee/Shoulder Replacement?
Problems with frequent Hospitalizations?

SO L N e

If so, then you may be eligible for home care services from
Central Home Health Care.

WHO PAYS?
Your Insurance will pay IN FULL if you have Medicare, Medicaid. BCBS. Auto. or
Private Insurance.

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO?
Call our number below or ask your physician/social worker to call us to make a
referral.

WHAT DO WE OFFER?
Nursing. Physical Therapy. Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Medical
Social Work, Home Health Aide Services, Registered Dietician Services.

WE COVER THE METRO-DETROIT (TRI-COUNTY) AREA
Ph: (800) 698-5410 — Fax (248) 569-5412

Owned and Operated by the Walvekar Family
20245 W. 12 Mile Road, Ste. 100, Southfield, MI 48076.

www.centralhomecare.com
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MMD YOUTH COMMITTEE - VOL 1

HOLI

MARCH, 2022

A

4 \
> 2

_ .'\_;

'.

HAPPY HOLI!

The arrival of spring, colors, and joy.

Let's talk cbout how we celebrate Mol First of all, there is never a
set day to celebrate the festival becouse it always occurs on o full
Moon, When the tull Moon finally arrives, people dress in white
and throw colored powders ot each other. Then, we drench

ourselves in water, start a benfire, and eat sweem"' —
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WHAT IS HOLI?

Let's hear from a Marath: Shala student!

“Holi & celebraned because one day there was an evil king names Hiranyakashipu ared be had a
soin narne Prahlad Bt his son. Prahlad prayed 1o the Gaodss and was the only person thas didn'n
pray to the King.. So then, the evil King aaked his simer, Holika, for help. Holika had a special
power _fire can't harm her. Hramyakashipu todd Holika vo st on a burmdng fire and hawve
Prahlad on her lap__bur a miracle happened. Indaead of Holika smying alive. Prahlad did. Thar is

thee saory of Hali.
-Akshada Shinde, 4th Standard

LET'S PLAY A HOLI GAME!
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o 2. The ewvil kang that mistreated his powers
Ty 4. The holiday of colors and trmumph
"r‘ 5. The Hindu God that preserves and protects
'I 6. The son of Himnyakashipu
Crowm
1. The ]1-:|'|.l.'|.'||:|: that mever comes off, no matter how hard we try o
3. Vishmu's avatar
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Ol O
Saturday, May 7th, 2022

Groves High School

30500 W 13 Mile Rd, Beverly Hills, MI 48025
g,

Registration Starts: 1:30pm o
Sangeet natak: 3pm to 5:30pm {
Dinner: 6pm to 8pm /S

RSVP at : https://www.mmdet.org/events
Contact : president@mmdet.org, registration@mmdet.org

FREE for Members, Deluxe Member parent $10, Non-members: Adult $15, Child $10

Masks are mandatory

35




]

5%

A

s

,[V

N\

T~

TIIYTRIAIT TaTaT

qrdi=ar Jqoia "grae (3adl)

axast &g =re] sfl'l?ﬁ@rlndlan grocery store HY HEJ fRAMEIR A= oI¥OT GHIS oHTAl. e
3TeasTd ON-IUI SRIdeaEaR df BT Alg AT AT 31T AL & 3NFYUT S%ed SRT Sedd
el & T8 3eara] ol A SadTaT Selid 3Tel. T had Tcul Hidaid Tadra AR gl o
& STl TR X o GoT fUeeleh g,

AT ST UAgAT Ul Uldid gd i f[daR aXd AT 39e Google #HERTST Hedlell
3Teld.

arclrear Faofi) arae (3maa) & AAD R, aRl & drehehcl S[elt 3] IRURS 31 HASAT drdeArd
mwn@mﬁrma ﬁaa-‘raqm?rﬁran-—crma

STe{TAT I HIEIT-UIe=T ﬁmmmﬁwmm Teel R Hdrd o A arder qoT
quT g, Wﬁﬂ’fmﬁrasal T cliges AR, ﬁw@mﬁmﬁa@m

dige b-¢ a8 fHiqe Sard. fAeatsar Sisard dige, ool 9d (SRT) THUITHRT €T, FIFTIR
feddr AT (F S & Al ) TOR el T ares %fﬂfr aree Udolel WS HTSAT Shiget T‘SHT-T
cel, #Hie, fgar 3for rofl arelsT il THAT el ’aﬁr “( @15 (consistency) SRIATTRT TIfRaY.)

IR TedTay N SRIEARE ‘H—I-{da-l HET Glogl STole U olds] TIGH T[T Ho.

g Ulas IRHA IRAT WiFT Holl Ad. JNGd HIoTAer Ieoll, T ISl 9T ATeY.
ATT 93T 9% USd VT gl Ueh Y IRH Igl 0T IRA IRH °Tae HUTAT 1T glohd 38 ?
qIeIST G BT 9T YA O© © ©

g 'IIA AFh Fked Ol o Thaded e THE 7!




VEG- 0-RAMA

chEn G veg-o-rama.com

FOR ALL
OCCASIONS &

CUISINES :MARATHI, RAJASTHANI,
PUNJABI, GUJARATHI, SOUTH INDIAN

LIVE STATIONS

Chaat - Bhel Puri, SPDP, Aloo Tikki, Dahi Vada, Samosa,
Samosa Chaat, Pani Puri, Papadi Chaat

Chowpaty Chaat - Kacchi Dabeli, Vada Paav, Paav Bhaji,
Chhole Bature, Misal Paav

Dosa - Plain, Masala, Spring, Cheese, Mysore, "l
Nutella, Jain, Pavbhaji, Paneer, Pizza

Pasta - Fettuccine Alfredo, Gnocchi Pesto, Indian Masala Penne,
Angel Hair Parmesan

Chinese - Noodles ,rice Sauces - Schezwan (spicy),
Manchurian (smoky), Hakka (sweet)

Mexican - Tacos - Hard / Soft
Kathi Roll - Paneer Tikka, Chhole, Chic'n
American - Burgers, Fries

Appetizer - Gobi Manchurian, Kung Pao Tofu, Crispy Corn,
Honey Garlic Tofu, Chilli Honey Potato, Crispy Chana

Bhq Station - Paneer, Tofu, Eggplant, Okra, Potato, Jalapeno

Sweet Tooth - Falooda, Panna Cotta, Kulfi, Rasmalai,
Double Ka Meetha, Tiramisu
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Eminent Entrepreneurs
Women Leadership
Start-ups

Keynote by Chief Guest

BIZCON @
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Padmashree Shrikant Datar Dr. Anand Deshpande
Dean Harvard Business School Founder and Charman of, Persistant Systems

+ Excellent opportunity to network with entrepreneurs across North America and India
+ Packed agenda for meaningful learning and interaction
+ Events

+ Women Leadership forum
+ Panel discussion with business leaders
« Angels\Web for early deation, mentoring through workshops and dasign Thinking to develop a poster or
video of an Idea for a poster compelison
+ DpulentSharks will evaiuale pitches from twelve finaist for potential invastment
+ Partnership with prominent industry bodies within Maharashtra to promote Indo-
American Business ties

+ Platform welcoming a diverse audience from business students to budding
entrepreneurs to established business leaders

Contact: Anand Choutha@bmm2022.00g (it e Char) Or PUnit Marathe@bmm2022.0rg 1o Convener ) for further details

© © © swm20z2n | Www BNM2022 06

Eligibility & Requirements

//°> BMM 2022 CONVENTION
Any student who graduates from highschool in 2022 entering a four-year degree college

E j
@1 \ > q 5! ‘
\\ 7
or an accredited two-year community college or graduated from

Highschool in 2020 & 2021 is currently in the first /second year of their college education = y - 3
is eligible o win this award. HTTRE 99, 02| FePTa! §:00 o TFEATBTS ¥:00 EST

The nominee will need to have an excellent academic record & extra-curricular activities, — e
including engagement in actively preserving their sense of Marathi culture, Registration open now at - hittps:/bmm2022.org/registration
identity, and heritage.

Immediate family members of BMM Board of Trustees & Executive Committee (EC) m
members are not eligible to apply for the 'BMM Scholarship Awards' . G{IT@TEE!T[ m W . m aq a

= g e

. Letter of acceptance or proof of enroliment fo a college ~ :HQ'IH a I(EIQ'“H ﬁ d;lﬂ [ o OTShNTIT HIch] 9

. Latest transcripts of first-term of the senior year of the high school or college

documenting GPA m :
. Evidence of the standardized test scores (SAT and/or ACT) L ﬁ%&w HWT = a:Rﬂ L q; | RG v I

OR Proof of Internship

OR Proof Completion of Summer intensive program of Universities in USA for . @E[a‘ ]ﬂ Q.] | |a Iﬁ . aa"fﬂ?:ﬂ' | [ Q‘ l

Highschool Grade 11 -12

. A Personal Statement. ; ] U] 3_%—':[ ﬁ?’ﬂ‘ W = IF‘IW W

. An essay or video presentation: topic should describe the applicant's work on Engaging
youth in the preservation of Marathi culture through language, art, traditions'

OR Applicant's ideas and insights in growing the participation & involvement of :Ia'- ﬁ W |
younger generation within the activities of Maharashtra Mandals or BMM g’T,
. A recommendation lefter from one of the teacher or professor from your School/College 0
. Endorsement from the President of the local registered BMM member Mandal that m q | ] i ;l | Ej |':'|EB W |
the applicant or the parents/guardians of the applicant are members for the )

curentyer Modern Solutions for Modern Times

Contact: nanda.padte@bmm?2022 org for further details
O0O® bmm2022nj | wwwbmm2022.0rg

April 30th 2022.
Click here
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KARMA ENTERTAINMENT LLC

Indian Fusion Show Production
Stage Lighting Consultation &
Audio & Video -
Stage Light Plan & Execution > i
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GLOBAL SUPPLIER OF
COATINGS
FOR PLASTICS AND METALS

Dhake Industries offers 2 wide
range of products for Intenor and

as well as other Noa-Automotive
Apphcations. Our products are

custom formuiated to meet the

most stingent requrement: of any market

« Known in the Industry for Unsurpassed
lechnical Capabilities

« Leader in Metallic Paint Development for
Auto Interiors

« Rapid Product Development with Cus-
tom Formulations to Meet Market and
Customer Speafic Requirements

Please contact us for more information
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Extenor Automonve Apphicatnoas

"arious Paint Technologies

e« 2K Monocoat
« 2K Base Clear

e 1K Waterbase

e 2K Waterbase

e« One-Coat over TPO /PP
e« Adhesion Promoters

e Laser-Etchable Coatings

Soft-Touch Coatings

Chrome-Look Coatings

In-Mold Coatings

« Hydrographics Clearcoats

v

e Metallic Coating Finishes

.
V)

von-Metallic Coating Fin-
1shes
Much Much More.

CJI-uskeg

Clobal Headquarters
>5 5 15169 Nortimalle Rd
Phmouth MI 48170
7344200101
www dhakemndustries com
‘y\
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| | Maharashtra Mandal of Detroit | |

Visit us on :
www.mmdet.org/membership
president@mmdet.org
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